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Modelers Helping 
Modelers 

by Ted Andreas, Jr.  

“Even if a person is primarily an armor builder, a 
well painted figure can greatly enhance the 

visual appeal of an armor model.” 
Bob Bethea 

O n the 20th of May 2017, Bob Bethea, Kevin 
DeLashmit, and Darren Tice put on a figure 
painting workshop at the request of several 

members of the Killeen IPMS Club (CTSMS). Bob 
and friends demonstrated the art of painting faces 
with emphasis on painting the facial shadows and 
highlights. They also presented techniques to get the 
‘eyes’ to look correctly done. 

The workshop was held at Copperas Cove, TX in the 
Fellowship Hall of the Trinity Lutheran Church. We 
were fortunate that the Men’s group of the church 
had plenty of breakfast food left over from their 
meeting to share with our presenters and 
participants. So we had a great breakfast while 
setting up in preparation for the day’s event.  

Bob began the workshop with a facilitated discussion 
on what parts of the face would normally have 
shadows and highlights. After emphasizing the need 
for ”exaggeration” when painting figures (the 
smaller the scale, the more exaggeration), Bob 

diagramed the areas of focus and talked about the 
techniques to paint the eyes. 

At this point the aspiring modelers of CTSMS (and 
guest Rick Harrington) began their individual 
projects. The first step involved applying a base coat 
of paint on the face of each model figure or bust. 
While this was taking place, Bob, Kevin, and Darren 
roamed about observing the progress being made. 
They stopped often to see if anyone needed 
assistance.  

With the base coats of the flesh tone were mostly 
dried, some of us began applying the highlights and 
shadows, while others tackled the ‘eyes.’ Our 
progresses varied: many were steady, but a few 
required extensive reworking. Through it all, Bob and 
his associates encouraged and assisted. 

Lunchtime rolled around in no time, and a stack of 
pizzas was delivered. Does it get any better? 
After lunch, we continued to work on our projects. 
Bob was going strong as he showed several 
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participates how to blend the base paint for 
highlights and shadows. Some modelers needed help 
with getting the eyes to look right. Whatever the 
issue, Bob, Kevin, and Darren helped with tips and/
or hands on demos. 

After the workshop was over, I got several comments 
from fellow participants. Mike Haar e-mailed: 
“Thanks Ted and Susan for setting this up. In all the 
years I have built models, Saturday was the most 
fascinating experience ever. I was amazed at how 
Bob made it all look so easy. I learned a lot.” 

Several others simply stated, ‘we need to do this 
again!’ I have to agree. 

Using this article as a forum, I would like to make a 
few points: 

First of all, modeling should be fun (as Floyd Werner, 
owner of Werner Wings, has always insisted). It can 
be frustrating sometimes when a modeler cannot 
achieve the results he or she desires. That’s where 
other modelers can step in and help by 

demonstrating how to do certain things. In regards to 
figure painting, Bob, Kevin, and Darren taught us a 
great deal. 

Secondly, my personal belief is that modeling is 
primarily problem solving. Even though the modeler 
usually has a kit with instructions, a collection of 
paints, and a multitude of modeling tools, it still 
remains for the modeler to figure out how to get the 
desired end result. The workshop helped several 
modelers gain skills that will be useful in solving the 
problem(s).  

Last of all, and most importantly, modelers should be 
willing to teach others. If this hobby is to stay alive, 
advanced skills should not become extinct when 
modelers retire from the hobby or pass on 
altogether. The modelers of CTSMS are greatly 
indebted to Bob, Kevin, and Darren. We thank them 
and wish them great success in the future.  

Ted 




